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CAPITOL CHAOS 


INCITED BY TRUMP TO ‘NEVER CONCEDE; MOB LAYS SIEGE 


Win McNamee / Getty Images 


Rioters supporting President Donald Trump break into the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday, disrupting a joint session of Congress to certify Joe Biden’s election victory. 


Woman fatally 
shot by Bole 


s Guns, tear gas fired, 
Ee evacuation of lawmakers 


By Rebecca Tan, Peter Jamison, 
Meagan Flynn and John Woodrow Cox 


WASHINGTON POST 


WASHINGTON - As President Donald Trump told a 
sprawling crowd outside the White House that they 
should never accept defeat, hundreds of his support- 
ers stormed the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday afternoon 
in what amounted to an attempted coup that they 
hoped would overturn the election he lost. 

In the chaos, a woman was shot and killed by Capitol 
Police. Three more people died in the chaos after medi- 
cal emergencies. 

The violent scene was like no other in modern Amer- 
ican history, bringing to a sudden halt the congressio- 
nal certification of Joe Biden’s electoral victory. 

With poles bearing blue Trump flags, a mob that 
eventually would grow into the thousands bashed 
through Capitol doors and windows, forcing their way 

Riot continues on A13 


More inside 


» Democrats Fon Ossoff, left, and 
Raphael Warnock win Georgia’s 
Senate runoff. 
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» More photos from the Capitol. 
Pages A8-9 
» Riot a result of years of of vio- 
lence and hateful rhetoric stoked 
by disinformation, experts say. 
Page A10 
» Protest violence shows “two 


systems of justice,” activists say. 
Page A10 


» World leaders condemn the 
assault and express shock. 
Page ATI 
For the latest updates, go to 
houstonchronicle.com 


By Nicholas Fandos 
and Emily Cochrane 
NEW YORK TIMES 


Congress shows 
defiance, unity 


HEY FAILED’: Certification of 
Electoral College vote resumes 


WASHINGTON - Locking arms in a rare show of uni- 
ty, Congress moved late Wednesday toward confirm- 
ing President-elect Joe Biden’s victory after a mob of 
loyalists, urged on by President Donald Trump, 
stormed and occupied the Capitol on Wednesday, dis- 
rupting the final electoral count in a shocking display 
of violence that shook the core of American democra- 
cy. 

There was no parallel in modern U.S. history, with 
insurgents acting in the president’s name vandalizing 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s office, smashing windows, loot- 
ing art and briefly taking control of the Senate cham- 
ber, where they took turns posing for photographs 
with fists up on the dais where Vice President Mike 
Pence had just presided. 
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Cruz, Texas Republicans face backlash after violence 


By Benjamin Wermund 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — Moments be- 
fore a mob of President Donald 
Trump’s supporters stormed the 
Capitol, U.S. Sen. Ted Cruz was on 
the Senate floor warning that “de- 
mocracy is in crisis” as he object- 


| k: ‘Stop stoking division. 
stop spreading ree as critics cast blame 


ed to counting Arizona’s Electoral 
College votes. 

Both the House and Senate 
were evacuated as protesters 
forced their way into both cham- 
bers, breaking windows along the 
way. Tear gas was deployed and at 
least one person was shot by law 
enforcement inside the Capitol. 


“Texans should 
hold Sen. Ted 
Cruz accountable 
for this fiasco.” 


Mayor Sylvester Turner 


She later died. 

In his speech to the Senate, 
Cruz had urged his colleagues on 
“both sides” to calm down as he 
argued for delaying the certifica- 
tion of President-elect Joe Biden’s 
win, calling for an “emergency 
audit” of the results based on de- 
bunked allegations of widespread 
voter fraud. 

Now many are blaming Cruz 
and the other Republicans — in- 
cluding 10 other senators and a 


dozen congressman from Texas 
who supported Cruz’s effort — for 
escalating the post-election strife 
that preceded Wednesday’s erup- 
tion. 

“This is what you’ve gotten, 
guys,” U.S. Sen. Mitt Romney, R: 
Utah, yelled as the mayhem un- 
folded in the Senate chamber, the 
New York Times reported. In a 
speech on the Senate floor Wed- 
nesday night, Romney said 
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